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Top 10 Things to Know About

The U.S. Standards & Conformance Systems
1. The vast majority of rules which apply to businesses and consumers are defined in private sector standards.

2. These standards complement, and often define, the specific criteria of mandatory technical regulations at the international, national, state, and local levels.

3. Private sector standards are developed in private-public sector committees composed of technical experts from all stakeholder groups – private and public sectors.
4. Alignment of requirements, for products and services across countries and regions, facilitates global market access and ensures a level playing field for companies and regulators worldwide.  The practice of referencing international standards (or national adoptions of them) in laws and regulations is the most effective mechanism known to achieve cross-border compatibility of rules while at the same time, effectively protecting health, safety and the environment.
5. In the U.S., two significant policies exist which call authorities to reference private sector standards in their regulations and to participate in private-sector standards development:

· OMB Circular A-119
· National Technology Transfer and Advancement Act
(Public Law 104-113)
As a result, companies, consumers and even government agencies today have the option of developing standards as a relatively low-cost first step before creating new regulations or laws.

6. As of 2007, over 6,000 U.S. laws and regulations refer to private sector standards.

7. U.S. agencies are also encouraged to use private-sector conformity assessment processes.  Most federal agencies incorporate private-sector accreditation, testing and certification into their regulatory programs, helping companies demonstrate regulatory compliance in the most efficient manner.
8. The American National Standards Institute (ANSI) is the coordinator of the U.S. Standards and Conformance Systems and maintains the infrastructure under which U.S. government reliance on private-sector standards and conformance is possible.
9. ANSI is the official United States representative to the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and, via the U.S. National Committee, the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC).  The ANSI-ASQ National Accreditation Board (ANAB) is the United States representative to the International Accreditation Forum (IAF).

10. Comprised of Government agencies, Trade Associations, Companies, Standards Developers, Academics and others, ANSI represents the interests of more than 125,000 companies and 3.5 million professionals.
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